
      Holywell Primary School 
    

    Tolpits Lane, Watford, Herts, WD18 6LL 
    Tel: 01923 225188 email: admin@holywell.herts.sch.uk 

            Headteacher: Mr Coert van Straaten   MA. Ed, Dip Edu, NPQH 
 

      We are a learning community with the spirit to succeed 

                                                                      

 

  

 

 
 

 
                                                                                                                          Friday 31st January 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Festivals of Learning  
The Festivals of Learning will take place during the week commencing Monday 10th February 2020. 
Please come and support your child by visiting their class during the sessions and see what they 
have been learning about.  Our Festival of Learning will have an ICT focus to show off all the good 
work the children have been learning about in ICT. 
 

FESTIVAL OF LEARNING 
Nursery Friday 14th February 2020 11:30 am 

Reception Monday 10th February 2020 9:00 am 

Year 1 Wednesday 12th February 2020  3:00 pm 

Year 2 Thursday 13th February 2020 9:00 am 

Year 3 Monday 10th February 2020 3:00 pm 

Year 4 Tuesday 11th February 2020 3:00 pm 

Year 5 Tuesday 11th February 2020 9:00 am 

Year 6 Tuesday 11th February 2020 9:00 am 

 
Birthday Cakes  
We would like to remind parents that the school is not in a position to distribute birthday cakes 
and/or party bags.   We are a healthy school and therefore cannot justify giving out unhealthy 
food to our pupils.  In addition to this, we must take into consideration allergies and other dietary 
requirements of our pupils.  Parents are within their rights to manage this themselves outside of 
school time.  

 
  

Parents’ Evening  
A letter will go out about Parents’ Evening next week.   Parents’ Evening is taking place on Tuesday 
11th February 2020 from 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm and Thursday 13th February 2020 from 5:00 pm to 
7:30 pm.  During the evening, teachers will update you on your child's progress and attainment 
since the last meeting.  Please use the electronic booking system to make your appointment.  If 
you have any problems with the system please talk to the school office.   Mrs Keshiro, Leader of 
Inclusion, will also be available during the evening to meet parents about SEND.  Appointments 
with Mrs Keshiro can be booked on the same system. 
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Erasmus Project 
The school is currently involved in a range of projects with its partner schools, Bromet Primary 
School, Oxhey Wood Primary School and Park Gate Junior School.  We will be visited by teachers 
from two Spanish schools the week commencing Monday 10th February 2020 as part of their CPD 
visits for the Erasmus Project.   The teachers’ programme for the week during their visit includes: 
  
Monday  –  Teachers visit Northern Heights (accommodation during their pupils visit) 
Tuesday  –  Visit Holywell School 
Wednesday  –  Visit Oxhey Wood Primary School in morning and Bromet Primary School in  
  the afternoon.   There is a possible visit to Harry Potter Studio, as a pre-visit 

prior to pupil trip  
Thursday  –  Visit Parkgate Junior School  
Friday   –  Visit to London for pre-visit prior to pupil trip 
  
Week commencing Monday 8th June 2020 we will be visited by approximately 70 Spanish children 
from two schools.   A schedule for the week includes various activities and trips as below 
 

 Watford town centre 

 London Eye in London 

 River cruise on the River Thames 

 Harry Potter Studio in Leavesden 

 Watford Football Club training ground visit 

 Activity day for pupils from the various schools and the Spanish pupils at their 
accommodation in Northern Heights. 

  
Week commencing Monday 18th May 2020, we will be sending 15 children to Tenerife.  
  
As part of the Erasmus Project, pupils at Holywell Primary School will also be partaking in a 
number of Cultural development projects including, ‘My Museum’, which includes an exhibition at 
Watford Museum; HERTS YEAR OF CULTURE 2020 project participation, where a new theme is 
introduced each month.  All these activities will raise pupils’ cultural awareness.  We will also be 
celebrating Mother tongue day which will mirror our International Day that normally takes place in 
the summer. 

 
 

Feeling Good Week 
Monday 10th February to Saturday 15th February 2020 is Feeling Good Week.  The range of 
activities for the week include: Herts Young Minds assemblies and workshops, a special music 
performance by Year 4, Holywell Olympics and Master Chef.  The week will conclude with 
‘Holywell has got Talent’ on Friday 14th February 2020. 
 
 
Capital Investment 
We have very recently upgraded our class computers to replace some of the old and dying PCs.  
We have also installed and fitted a number of new screens in classes to replace the old Interactive 
whiteboards that have not been up to job for some time now.  This project is now complete and 
special thank you goes to Mrs Blake for managing the installation and set-up of the new 
equipment. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 - Ancient Greek Workshop 
This week, Year 5 children participated in an Ancient Greek Workshop.  Students travelled back in 
time to experience Greek war equipment; performed as Greek gods and goddesses and learned 
more fun facts about the Greek time period.  They also took part in many team building activities 
over the course of the day.  
 

 
 
 

Class Assemblies 
Olympic Hall at 9:10am 

DATE CLASS TOPIC 

Friday 7th February 2020 Year 5 Chestnut Well being 

Friday 14th February 2020 Year 5 Elder Valentine 

Half Term 
Friday 28th February 2020 Year 4 Mulberry Shrove Tuesday 

Friday 6th March 2020 Year 4 Cedar World Book Day 

Friday 13th March 2020 Year 3 Pine St Patrick’s Day 

Friday 20th March 2020 Year 3 Aspen Mother’s Day 

Friday 27th March 2020 Year 2 Hawthorn Easter 

Friday 3rd April 2020 Year 2 Hazel Resourcefulness/Awards  

 



Netball  
Year 5 and 6 girls represented Holywell Primary School on Thursday 30th January 2020 playing 
netball against Chater Junior School.  They showed great enthusiasm and teamwork throughout 
the game which led to a 6-4 win!   Well done girls!   Player of the Match was Nana, for her great 
defending and interceptions.  
 
Athletics  
On Tuesday 28th January 2020, our Year 4 team of boys and girls took part in the Hertsmere 
Athletics competition.   All children showed great resilience and determination in all events and 
ended up placing 5th out of 7 schools.  Well done to all that took part!  
 
Nursery Admissions for September 2020 
The Nursery application process for September 2020 is co-ordinated and administered by the 
school.  The on-line application process for Nursery places at Holywell Primary School is now open 
for children born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017.  If you require any assistance 
please contact the school office.   
 
Applications close on Friday 28th February 2020 and places are allocated to parents on Monday 9th 
March 2020. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Holywell Charter and Star Certificates 

Class 
Charter 

certificate 

Star Learner  
of the Week 

award 
Class 

Charter 
certificate 

Star Learner  
of the Week 

award 

Blue Base - - Mulberry Shamil Charlie 

Red Base Julie Milosz Cedar Hussain Raisa 

Sycamore Christiano Sofia Chestnut Sofia Ayodeji 

Maple Maisiy Jason Elder Dilan Charity 

Hawthorn Robert Shailah Elm Adina Liliana 

Hazel Khaira Qasim Rowan Kashih Amy 

Pine Joseph Dilan Birch Asim Dani 

Aspen Kevin Grace    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery am 
 

85% Pine 98% 

Blue Base 
 

93% Mulberry 95% 

Red Base 
 

97% Cedar 92% 

Maple 
 

97% Chestnut 95% 

Sycamore 
 

91% Elder 98% 

Hawthorn 
 

96% Birch 89% 

Hazel 
 

94% Elm 90% 

Aspen  94% Rowan 87% 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Punctuality 

        KS1:   Red Base     KS1:   Maple, Hawthorn 

     KS2 :  Elder      KS2:   Elder 

 
 

Whole School Attendance 
Whole school attendance for the  
academic year till last Friday is:  

 

94.2 % 

Attendance by Class 
Last week’s attendance by class: 

 

Attendance and Punctuality  
Best classes in the whole school for attendance  

and punctuality last week were: 



 
 
 
 

      Dates for your Diary          
 
 

SPRING  TERM 
 
 

        

  FEBRUARY 2020 
 

Tuesday 4th February 2020 – Netball Match St Anthony’s RC School – away 

Tuesday 4th February 2020 – Parent coffee morning - 9:00 am to 10:00 am – all parents invited 

Tuesday 4th February 2020 – Wizard Theatre in 

Tuesday 4th February 2020 – Governors Meeting at 6:30 pm 

Wednesday 5th February 2020 – Year 1 Kings and Queens workshop 

Wednesday 5th February 2020 – Year 4 Cornet Lessons  

Wednesday 5th February 2020 – Year 5 Ukulele Lessons  

Thursday 6th February 2020 - Year 3 Pine Swimming   

Thursday 6th February 2020 – Rock Steady Music Lessons  

Friday 7th February 2020 – Whole school assembly 9:05 am – Parents invited 

Friday 7th February 2020 – Year 4 Indus Valley Workshop 

Monday 10th February 2020 – Netball Match against Chlore Shalom school – away  

Monday 10th to Friday 14th February 2020 – FEELING GOOD WEEK  

Monday 10th to Friday 14th February 2020 – Festival of Learning Week 

Monday 10th February 2020 – Herts Young Minds workshops in school, part of Feeling Good week 

Monday 10th February 2020 – Reception – Festival of Learning at 9:00 am 

Monday 10th February 2020 – Year 3 – Festival of Learning at 3:00 pm 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 – Internet Safety Day 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 – Year 5 – Festival of Learning at 9:00 am 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 – Year 6 – Festival of Learning at 9:00 am 

Tuesday 11th February – Herts Young Minds workshops in school – Forest Skills, part of Feeling Good Week 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 – Parent coffee morning - 9:00 am to 10:00 am – all parents invited  

Tuesday 11th February 2020 – Year 4 – Festival of Learning at 3:00 pm 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 – Wizard Theatre in 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 – Parents Evening – 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 12th February 2020 – Year 1 – Festival of Learning at 3:00 pm 

Wednesday 12th February 2020 – EYFS and KS1 Holywell Olympics, part of Feeling Good Week 

Wednesday 12th February 2020 – KS2 Master Chef, part of Feeling Good week 

Wednesday 12th January 2020 – Year 4 Cornet Lessons  

Wednesday 12th February 2020 – Year 5 Ukulele Lessons  

Thursday 13th February 2020 – KS2 Holywell Olympics, part of Feeling Good Week 

Thursday 13th February 2020 – Year 2 – Festival of Learning at 9:00 am 

Thursday 13th February 2020 – EYFS and KS1 Master Chef, part of Feeling Good Week 

Thursday 13th February 2020 - Year 3 Pine Swimming  

Thursday 13th February 2020 – Parent Evening – 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Thursday 13th January 2020 – Rock Steady Music Lessons  

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

    
FEBRUARY 2020 – continued 

 

Friday 14th February 2020 - Whole School assembly (9:05) – Parents invited 
Friday 14th February 2020 – Nursery – Festival of Learning at 11:30 am 
Friday 14th February 2020 – Holywell has Talent, part of Feeling Good Week 
Monday 17th February 2020 – Friday 21st February 2020 – Half Term 
Tuesday 25th February 2020 – Netball Match against Knutsford – home 
Tuesday 25th February 2020 – Parent coffee morning - 9:00 am to 10:00 am – all parents invited 
Tuesday 25th February 2020 – Year 4 Cedar Trip to Parliament  
Tuesday 25th February 2020 – Netball Match against Knutsford School – home 
Wednesday 26th February 2020 – Wizard Theatre in 
Wednesday 26th February 2020 – Year 4 Cornet Lessons  
Wednesday 26th February 2020 – Year 5 Ukulele Lessons  
Thursday 27th February 2020 – Rock Steady Music Lessons  
Thursday 27th February 2020 - Year 4 Aspen Swimming  
Friday 28th February 2020 - Whole school assembly 9:05 am – Parents invited 
Friday 28th February 2020 – Last day to apply for Nursery September 2020 

 
 
MARCH 2020 

 
Monday 2nd March 2020 – Year 7 September 2020 – Allocation Day 

Monday 2nd March 2020 to Friday 7th March 2020 – Assessment Week 

Tuesday 3rd March 2020 – Parent coffee morning - 9:00 am to 10:00 am – all parents invited Tuesday 

3rd March 2020 – Wizard Theatre in 

Wednesday 4th March 2020 – Gymnastics at Watford Girls 

Wednesday 4th March 2020 – Year 4 Cornet Lessons  

Wednesday 4th March 2020 – Year 5 Ukulele Lessons  

Thursday 5th March 2020 - Year 4 Aspen Swimming  

Friday 6th March 2020 - Whole School assembly 9:05 am – Parents invited 

Monday 9th March 2020 – Nursery September 2020 – Allocation Day 

  Tuesday 10th March 2020 – Parent coffee morning - 9:00 am to 10:00 am – all parents invited Tuesday 

10th March 2020 – Wizard Theatre in 

Wednesday 11th January 2020 – Year 4 Cornet Lessons 

Wednesday 11th March 2020 – Year 5 Ukulele Lessons  

Thursday 12th March 2020 – Rock Steady Music Lessons  

Thursday 12th March 2020 - Year 4 Aspen Swimming   

Friday 13th March 2020 - Whole school Assembly 9:05 am – Parents invited 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 – Parent coffee morning - 9:00 am to 10:00 am – all parents invited Tuesday 

17th March 2020 – Wizard Theatre in 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 – Year 4 Tennis at Watford Girls School 

Wednesday 18th March 2020 – Year 4 Cornet Lessons 

Wednesday 18th March 2020 – Year 5 Ukulele Lessons  

Thursday 19th March 2020 - Year 4 Swimming – Aspen class  

Thursday 19th March 2020 – Rock Steady Music Lessons  

Friday 20st March 2020 - Whole School assembly 9:05 am – Parents invited 

 

 

 



    
MARCH 2020 – continued 
 
Tuesday 24th March 2020 – Parent coffee morning - 9:00 am to 10:00 am – all parents invited Tuesday 

24th March 2020 – Governors Meeting 6:30 pm 

Tuesday 24th March 2020 – Wizard Theatre in 

Wednesday 25th March 2020 – Year 4 Cornet Lessons 

Wednesday 25th March 2020 – Year 5 Ukulele Lessons  

Thursday 26th March 2020 – Rock Steady Music Lessons  

Thursday 26th March 2020 - Year 4 Aspen Swimming    

Friday 27th March 2020 - Whole school assembly 9:05 am – Parents invited 

Monday 30th March 2020 – Festival of Learning Week 

Tuesday 31st March 2020 – Parent coffee morning - 9:00 am to 10:00 am – all parents invited 

Tuesday 31st March 2020 – Wizard Theatre in 

Wednesday 1st April 2020 – Year 4 Cornet Lessons  

Wednesday 1st April 2020 – Year 5 Ukulele Lessons  

Thursday 2nd April 2020 – Rock Steady Music Lessons  

Thursday 2nd April 2020 - Year 4 Aspen Swimming   

Friday 3rd April 2020 - Whole school presentation assembly 9:05 am – Parents invited 

Friday 3rd April 2020 – Nursery finishes at midday 

Friday 3rd April 2020 – End of Spring Term – school closes at 1:30pm 

 



 

 
 

ENRICHMENT DAYS: 
 

 Friday 7 February 2020 - Charles Dickens’ birthday  

 Monday 10 February 2020- Tu B’Shevat (Arbor Day)  

 Wednesday 12 February 2020 - Darwin Day  

 Friday 14
th

 February 2020 - Valentine’s Day 

 Tuesday 25
th

 February 2020 - Shrove Tuesday  

 Wednesday 26
th

 February 2020 - Ash Wednesday (Lent begins)  

 Sunday 1
st

 March 2020 - Women’s History Month 

 Sunday 1
st

 March 2020 - St David’s Day  

 Thursday 5
th

 March 2020 World Book Day  

 Friday – 6
th

 March 2020 - British Science Week begins 

  Sunday 8
th

 March 2020 - International Women’s Day  

 Tuesday 10
th

 March 2020 - Holi Purim  

 Saturday 14
th

 March 2020 - Pi Day  

 Tuesday 17
th

 March 2020 - St Patrick’s Day  

 Saturday – 21
st

 March 2020 - World Poetry Day  

 Sunday 22
nd

 March 2020 - World Water Day  

 Sunday – 22
nd

 March 2020 - Mother’s Day  

 Sunday 22
nd

 March 2020 - Isra and Mi’raj  

 Wednesday 1
st

 April 2020 - April Fool’s Day 

 Thursday 2
nd

 April 2020 - World Autism Awareness Day  

 Sunday 5
th

 April 2020 - Palm Sunday  

 Tuesday 7
th

 April 2020 - World Health Day  

 Wednesday 8
th

 April 2020 - Passover 

 Thursday – 9
th

 April 2020 - Maundy Thursday  

 Friday 10
th

 April 2020 - Good Friday 

 Sunday 12
th

 April 2020 - Easter Sunday 

 Monday 13
th

 April 2020 - Easter Monday  

 Tuesday 21
st

 April 2020 - Yom HaShoah  

 Wednesday 22
nd

 April 2020 - Earth Day  

 Wednesday 22
nd

 April 2020 - Stephen Lawrence Day  

 Thursday 23
rd

 April 2020 - St George’s Day  

 Thursday 23
rd

 April 2020 - Shakespeare’s birthday  

 Friday 24
th

 April 2020 - Ramadan begins  

 Friday 1
st

 May 2020 - May Day  

 Sunday 3rd May 2020 – World Press Freedom Day 

 Wednesday 6th May 2020 – Bike to School Day 

 Saturday 23rd May 2020 – Ramadan 

 Sunday 24th May 2020 – Eid ul-Fitr begins 

 Friday 5th June 2020 – World Environment Day 

 Saturday 6th June 2020 – Anniversary of D-Day 

 Monday 8th June 2020 – World Oceans Day 

 Thursday 11th June 2020 – Millicent Garrett Fawcett’s birthday 

 Saturday 20th June 2020 – World Refugee Day 

 Sunday 21st June 2020 – Father’s Day 

 Monday 22nd June 2020 – Windrush Day 

 Friday 31st July 2020 – Eid ul-Adha 

 

 
 
  

 

http://www.assemblies.org.uk/sec/1444/charles-dickens-a-life-of-writing--born-7-february-1812
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/tu-bshevat
https://humanism.org.uk/education/darwin-day/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/ash-wednesday
https://womenshistorymonth.gov/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/st-david-day
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/hindu-holi
https://www.piday.org/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/st-patricks-day
http://www.un.org/en/events/poetryday/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/world-water-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/mothering-sunday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/isra-miraj
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/world/april-fools-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/world-autism-awareness-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/palm-sunday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/world-health-day
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/pesach_cdo/aid/671901/jewish/When-Is-Passover-in-2018-2019-2020-and-2021.htm
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/maundy-thursday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/good-friday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/easter-sunday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/easter-monday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/yom-hashoah
https://www.earthday.org/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/stephen-lawrence-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/st-george-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/shakespeare-day
http://www.when-is.com/ramadan-2020.asp
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/labor-day
https://www.un.org/en/events/pressfreedomday/
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/eidulfitr.shtml
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2019/jun/06/d-day-landings-remembered-on-75th-anniversary-in-pictures
https://www.worldoceansday.org/
https://www.historytoday.com/archive/millicent-garrett-fawcett
https://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father%27s_Day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48638418
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpdtsbk/articles/zhjjf4j


 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 


